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refused -to despair of men who were not already
spiritually dead: " Whosoever shall blaspheme
against the Holy Spirit hath never forgiveness, but
is guilty of an eternal sin : because they said, He
hath an unclean spirit " ; and some of us still wilfully
and persistently cast truth and the Spirit of Truth
behind our backs yet continue to live physically.

In our own country it may be difficult for the
popular mind to formulate clearly, if at all, the reason
why death is still the supreme penalty of the law.
This makes all the more urgent the need for definite
and unmistakable teaching upon the matter. The
despot or the corporate body of rulers of a country,
so long as their position of complete supremacy is
maintained, can protect their rule and authority
in the last resort by the death of those who offend
against them. We are apt to forget the history of
the human race and of our nation in this respect,
but they undoubtedly have a great, although perhaps
unconscious, influence upon the general attitude
towards death as a punishment. Pugnacity is a
primal instinct of man and the compassing of the
death of a fellow-being is one result of it.1 Society
through her rulers and by means of penalties of which
death is the greatest, still protects herself from those
who offend against her. It is rather hard for some of
us to think that only about a hundred years ago the
crimes punishable by death in England were reduced
by more than one hundred.2 Although in practice

1 For an examination of the principal instincts and primary
emotions of man and their influence on  conduct,  see Socittl
Psychology, by William McDougall.

2 Sir Robert Peel's Act, 1823,